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faid to be amphifl^dna , but do move forward only by the head, 
which is hiriy diftioguilliable from the tail by a notable black- 
iiek4That the threc^I rook out of the body of one Beetle, were 
all of a dark hair*colour with whitifh bellies^ fomewhat thicker 
then hoggs briftles; but I took out of the body of another beetle 
one thit was much thicker than the refts much lighter coloured; 
and by meafure juft five Inches and a half long j whereas all the 
reft did not exceed three inches three quarters. 
jinExtraB of a letter^ ivrittenM^xch^. 1672 % Dr. Thomas 
Corne'io.j Neapolitan Phikfopher andPhyfician^ ^a John Dod* 
ington Efquirij /i/VMajefties Hefident ^^ Venice 5 concerning 
lame Ohfervations made of pBtJons pretendiug to bejiung by Taran- 
tula's : En^ltpd out of the Itahan^ 
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N'Ow the time approaches,that I may fend you f^me Tman^ 
tulas. Mean while I ftiall not omit to impart unto you, 
what was related to me, a few daies fince, by a judicious and un- 
prejudicateperfon^ which is 5 That being in the Country of 0* 
tranto ( where thofe Infeds are in great numbers , ) there was a 
man , who thinking himfelf flung by a Tarantula , fliew*d in his 
neck a fmall fpcck, about which m a very fliort time there arofe 
fome pimples full of a ferous humour, andthat,in a few hours 
after,that poor man was forely afHid:ed with very violent fymp- 
t3ms, as Symope's 5 very great agitations 5 giddines of the head ^ 
and vomit 5 but that without any inclination at all to dance, and 
without all defire of having any mufica! inftruments^ he mifera* 
biy dyed within two daies. 

The fame perfon aflSrm^d to me^that all thofe that think them* 
felves bitten by Tarantulas^ (except fuch^ as for fome ends fain 
themf elves to be fo,) are for the moft part young wanton girles^, 
( whom the Itah'an writer calls Bold di /^Z^^) who by fome par-* 
t cular indifpofition falling into this melancholly madnefs , per-^ 
Iwade ihemfelvesaccordingto the vulgar prejudice^to have been 
flung by a Tarantula. And 1 remember to have obferved in Ca- 
lahria fome women, who Ceiled on by fome fuch accidents were 
counted to be pofiefs'd with she Divel 5 it being the common 
belief in that Province, that thegreateft part of the evili^which 
afilidl man^kiodj proceeds from evil Spirits* 

This brings to my mind a terrible evil ^ which often enough 

IS 



( 4^6f y 

h ohktv*dmCakbrm^ and h calFd in their koguiger^^aaj^g- 

IfgfiQ. Ic arifeth on the furfacecf the body^in the form of a fmali 

fpeckjofthe bigoesofa lupin^ Itcaufeth iome pain^aDdifit 

grow notfoonred thereupon^ it in a very fliort time certainly 

kills/Tis the common opinion ofthofe people, that fuch a di- 

ftemper bcfals thofeonly^that have eaten flefli of Animals dcac 

of themfelves.- which opinion 1 can from experience affirm tc 

be falfe^Soit frequently falls out jthat of many ftrangeffeds, wc 

daily meet with^the true caufe not being knowo^luclTan one \i 

afiignedj which is grounded upon feme vulgar prejudice* Anc 

of this kind I efteem to be the vulgar beliefof the caufe of thai 

diftemperj which appears in thofe that chink tbemfcives ftung bj 
Tarantulas^, 

But. why ihould not we rather thinks that that diftemperij 
caufed by an inward difpofitiooj like that which in fome place: 
of Germanj is wont to produce that evil, which they call Chord 
StiViti^Su Vite*s dance/ But of this I hope I fliall foon be able u 
\ vrite my thoughts more fully^vvhich vvilU think , be fufficien 
to refute that fabie of the Tarantula. 

An Account eftbe Aponenfian Baths near Padua ^ commmkatedb 
theforementknd Inquipive Gmtlman ^ Mr. Dodington^ i^* 
Letter mittin Uthe Publijber frem Venice March 18. 167 a* 
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IN the Obfervations and Hiftory of Nature poffibly this ma; 
^ not be unworthy the notice. Five miles from P^^W^ are th 
waters, call'd-rf/^^^/e^/^^ from a town called Jponum^hmomh 
antfquity, and among others frequently mentioned by £ft;)'. 
will not doubt,but tharSr. LRand D Ba wo worthy members o 
the J{.Socieiy and who lived long in Padova^hzvt ii>fDrm'd theni 
felves moft cxadly of what everl fliall be able to fay on this Sub 
je<a ^ howevar Ido not fcruple to give you a fhort relation of ii 
The waters are adually very hot* Secondly.they are ftinking 
Thirdly, they yield a great deal of very fine fait 5 of which th 
natives ferve thcmfelvcs in their ordinary occafions* This /alt 1 
the thing, I think aw>ft confiderable there. Ic is gathered in thi 
manner: The Natives, after Sun itt 3 ftirr peicesof wood in th 
water, and prefently the Salt fticks to them, and comes off i 
fmall flakes, exceeding whitc^and very fait. This never loofei 
its favour. The people there, with the fame water ufe towaf 
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